A message from the YWCA of Japan

Dear friends,

For 72 years, since the end of the Asia Pacific War/World War II in August 1945, the YWCA of Japan has been striving for a nuclear-free world. 

As you know, the Asia Pacific War brought about terrible tragedies in Japan, including two atomic bombs and a land war in Okinawa which killed a quarter of its residents. 

At the same time, the Japanese military imposed cruel oppressions and violence upon the people, especially women and girls, in many Asian countries during the same war. 
With deep regret that we were unable to stop the militarization of Japan and became engulfed in the then Government policies, the YWCA of Japan has pledged to become a movement working for peace, as described in its statement “The Apology for the Asia-Pacific War and the Resolution for Commitment to World Peace, which is available on our website (http://www.ywca.or.jp/image/20100409e.pdf)”. We also strongly advocate to protect the Japanese Constitution established in 1947, which includes the Article 9 which renounces war.
In 1970, while many people regarded nuclear energy as a “dream energy” or “peaceful usage of nuclear power” in Japan, the YWCA of Japan declared the principle of “equal denial of nuclear weapons/energy”, and started the peace education program “Pilgrimage to Hiroshima” which is a 3-4 day program held in Hiroshima every summer. The program is provides an opportunity for participants, especially the younger generation, to learn the importance of peace and share the commitment to realize a peaceful world together, so that tragedies caused by nuclear weapons will never be repeated again. 

This year, the “Pilgrimage to Hiroshima” took place in August 9th to12th under the theme “The ‘Roots of Peace’ from Hiroshima”, with participation by approximately 50 people from different age groups and cultures, including junior and senior high school and university students from throughout Japan and abroad, as well as participants from the National YWCA of Korea and the National Council of YWCAs of China.

The participants listened to a testimony by a 90 year-old survivor of the Atomic Bomb, who spoke about his experience as a 17-year old student of being hit by the heatwave and blast, walking in the ruined city, taking care of the severely injured and cremating the dead, feeling an internal loss of humanity amidst a situation where all human dignity was lost, and how he barely came back from the verge of death from acute radiation damage. 
The participants also visited the Peace Memorial Museum and monuments that stand in the Peace Memorial Park near the hypocenter of the bomb, engaged in field trips within Hiroshima city to visit different stories and remnants of the Atomic Bomb, including the experiences and situations of ethnic Korean residents who suffered from the Atomic Bomb. Throughout the program, they exchanged reflections and thoughts from their experiences with each other, and on the last day, they worked together to draw up a proposal on what they can do to build the “Roots of Peace”, which will nurture a peaceful world in the future.
The YWCA of Japan continues to strive towards a peaceful world as envisioned in the Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals, and believes in the importance of the young generation, especially young women, to pass on and utilize the experience and lessons from the past and take leadership in this effort.

We applaud you, the Youth Peace Messengers who visit Geneva every year to address the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, and the World YWCA, and the young women who spoke about their work in the “Pilgrimage to Hiroshima” during a parallel event in CSW 61.
Together with other organizations working to abolish nuclear weapons, the YWCA of Japan participates in an international petition campaign “Hibakusha Appeal”, which supports the international treaty to ban and eliminate nuclear weapons.

(http://hibakusha-appeal.net/english.html)

We call on our sisters and friends around the world to raise your voice to realize a nuclear-free world.
