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Recognising that education, skills development and training are key to women’ s
empowerment, rights and especially to the prevention of violence against women and
HIV; the World YWCA calls on the Commission on the Status of Women to:

Increase investment in education for women and girls, including comprehensive
sexuality education, as key to addressing poverty and promoting the social and
cultural empowerment of women, particularly in the context of HIV.

Involve women and girls in policy dialogues on education to create safe and inclusive
educational approaches that will empower young women and will create equal learning
opportunity and access to technical training and job markets in science and technology.

Include a rights perspective in education policies to address the gender disparity
between women and men and the protection of girls, since education is an enabling
right that will give women and girls a voice for claiming their human rights.

Demand the right to productive employment and access to decent work for young
women. This is core to economic growth policies and poverty reduction strategies at
national, regional and global levels.

Promote vocational and non-formal education programmes that reach out of school
girls in a safe and inclusive environment and include their right to comprehensive sex

education and information on HIV.

Promoting women’s leadership, including equitable representation of women, young
women and women living with HIV, at the highest levels of national political, executive,

legislative and judicial structures is key to the achievement of the above commitments.

2 21 17:30-20:00
Institution for Education
World Service Council Reception

World Service Council

The YWCA World Service Council The YWCA
World Service Council
The YWCA World Service Council
YWCA



