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Iﬂs:raeli bulldozers and army destroying the land belonging to Ahmed Barghouth
8", June 2010

The destruction is part ofthe Israeli planto annex the land of his
town (Al Walajah in Bethlehem) through constructing a wall around
the town. Ahmed Barghouth was one ofthe very first farmersto plant |
olive trees fromthe Olive Tree Campaign (2003). His family
harvested olives from these trees for 2 years and this season was
promising for him asthe trees were bearing more olives than last
season. 97% of Al Walaja hasnow been confiscated.

The Israelis have also destroyed a 70 year old pinetree as well as
many other almonds and old walnut trees. "Is this the fate of my land
and my family?", Abu Nidal asked us while watching bulldozers
ruining his land and uprooting his trees. The only section they
haven’t destroyed yet is the burial place of his mother and other members of his family. By this destruction, the state
of Israel is building a wall on his 20 dunums of land, leaving him only 2 dunums and destroying what will be left on
the other side of the wall. Israel could have built this Apartheid Wall on the green line (the West Bank borders) which
is about lkilometre away from Ahmed’s land and leave the residents of Walaja’s property to them, or, just shiftthe
destruction to apiece of landthat is not agricultural, which is only 10 meters away fromthe land planted with olive
trees. But instead, Israel decided to build its wall through the olive groves, claimingthat it is not possible to build the
wall anywhere else for technical and security reasons, as if Israel’s security and technology could not avoidthe theft
and destruction of this farmer’s land.

The Olive Tree Campaign as well as all other organizations involved with farmers in Al Walaja know that the Israeli’s
plan isto annex as much land as possible from Al Walaja and Beit Jala to build another Israeli settlement called Givat
Yael, see amap of the plan here: (http://www.poica.org/editor/case_studies/Givat Yael 07.jpg).

“~ Ahmed Barghout — Abu Nidal, has done everything is his power to
é keep his land, from seeking justice in the Israel courtsto gettingthe
-+ media involved and to calling on friends to protest against the

i Israeli destruction. The only thing Israel did before starting the

% destruction was send personnel from the Israeli Antiquities Authority
¢ to check on the site making sure that they won’t ruin archeological
sites! Makes it seem like [srael cares more about not ruiningthe past
~ while proceeding in ruining the present and destroying peoples

, ¢ futures.
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;,—u' We call on Sponsors, friends and partnersto help bring Abu Nidal's

s : :

— RS story to the spotlight, as well as send a letter to the Israeli
representatives in your countries with a copy tothe media. See suggested letter attached. Also, Please call on the
representatives of your country in Israelto seek an explanation from Israeli authorities on this matter, and perhaps pay
a visitto Abu Nidal’s land and his family.

Action isneeded now more than ever before.



