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Dear Binyamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel and
Nissim Ben-Shitrit, Ambassador of Embassy of Israel, Tokyo

We have received some disturbing news today on the destruction of olive trees planted
by the olive tree campaign in 2003 in Al Walaja. The olive trees were planted on land
owned by a Palestinian farmer named Ahmad Barghouth. The destruction of these olive
trees is to pave the way for the Israeli barrier built illegally inside the West Bank. As a
result of this, Ahmad Barghouth who has already lost trees will lose a further 18
dunums of his land and be left with only 2 dunums. The Israeli authorities who are
building the wall refused to shift the destruction to a nearby area where less damage
would occur and instead decided to destroy Ahmad Barghouths property. Furthermore,
the plan also sets out to annex the maximum size of the land so it will be available for
the construction of a new Israeli — Jewish only settlement inside the West Bank called
Givat Ya’el. I believe it is totally immoral to forcibly annex somebody’s property so it
can be freely used by someone else. I am afraid what The Israeli Authorities are doing
makes this sound like Ahmad Bar ghouth is being punished for not being Jewish and
resulting in the illegal confiscation of his land.

As sponsors and supporters of The Olive Tree Campaign’s mission to Keep Hope Alive
and for Palestinians and Palestinian farmers we call on you to help with the following:

I- An immediate halt to the destruction of the land.

2- Moving the root of the wall to the green line.

3- Compensation to each and every sponsor for the 80 olive trees destroyed.

4- Compensation to Ahmad Barghouth for the destruction of his trees and land.

5- A clear Israeli commitment to eliminate the already approved plans to build the
settlement of Givat Ya’el on the land of Al Walaja and other Palestinians’ land.

We are looking forward to your response to this.

Signed:



